never guessed what it felt like to be suspected of stealing
an umbrella,^ For this fool of a young man thought that she
and Helen and Tibby had been playing the confidence
trick on him, and that if he gave his address they would
break into his rooms some midnight or other and steal his
walking-stick too. Most ladies would have laughed, but
Margaret really minded, for it gave her a glimpse into
squalor. To trust people is a luxury in which only the
wealthy can indulge; the poor cannot afford it. As soon as
Brahms had grunted himself out, she gave him her card
and said, 'That is where we live; if you preferred, you
could call for the umbrella after the concert, but I didn't
like to trouble you when it has all been our fault.'
His face brightened a little when he saw that Wickham
Place was W. It was sad to see him corroded with suspicion,
and yet not daring to be impolite, in case these well-
dressed people were honest after all. She took it as a good
sign that he said to her, ' It's a fine programme this after-
noon, is it not ?' for this was the remark with which he had
originally opened, before the umbrella intervened.
'The Beethoven's fine,' said Margaret, who was not a
female of the encouraging type. ' I don't like the Brahms,
though, nor the Mendelssohn that came first - and ugh!
I don't like this Elgar that's coming.'
'What, what?' called Herr Liesecke, overhearing. 'The
"Pomp and Circumstance" will not be fine?'
'Oh, Margaret, you tiresome girl!' cried her aunt. 'Here
have I been persuading Herr Liesecke to stop for "Pomp
and Circumstance", and you are undoing all my work. I
am so anxious for him to hear what we are doing in music.
Oh, you mustn't run down our English composers, Mar-
garet.'
'For my part, I have heard the composition at Stettin,9
said Fraulein Mosebach.' On two occasions. It is dramatic,
a little.'
* Frieda, you despise English music. You know you do.
And English art. And English literature, except Shakespeare
and he's a German. Very well, Frieda, you may go.'
The lovers laughed and glanced at each other. Moved by
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